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From our Rider Education Department

Basic Straight Line Braking
By [T, Smich
I your firse ride was preceded by some * inscruction” that consisted of 2 briel preview of the cantrols and
@ waraing cither not to use the frons brake or o use it only wich grear caurion, then you need to pay close awenrion

ta what I'm about 10 say here. You've been a victin of the maost vicious rumars in motoreycling, wnd your life is in
danger!

"The person who gave you this all-roo-common advice wasn’t rrJ]fing to get you hurt. Te or she probably had
the best of intentions and an honest belief char the tront brake should be avoided, especially by new ridess, Ir s,
nonetlless, very biad information,

‘The front brake(s) can produce up to 75 percent of a sireer bike's rogal braking ability. T avoid or minimize
its use is, ar best, foolish. Ay worst, ic's suicidal,

Its the fronc brake's ability o lock the frone wheel thac makes it sommer hing to be respected. With a lockad Ffrunt
whaeel, you can't steer and vou'll fall down flow side) unless you quickly get the wheel ro Ing, again. But that’s not a
reason £o avaid or be timid wid the frone brake, Tnstead, as wich all of rli'c other conerolt you need to learn haw to use
it correctdy.

Fven Ifyou dout need maximurm braking power, it's 2 pood idea to always apgiy buoth hrakes, You need to train
your reflexes For the fimes when you will need o stop quickly, 1Fyou get inte che habit of using anly one brake, that'’s
exactly what you'll use when you encounter an emersency-siop siruarion.

} ) AmRrap

The shorrest possible stopping disrance is attained by applying maximum pressure to both brakes jusr shore
af locking the wheels. This is very diflicult to achieve musiau:nrt’, but it can be approached by using the following
technique: Use lighr-to-moderacs, steady pressure on the rear brake pedal, and smoothly apply steady increasing
pressure on the front brake lever until you get the desired deceleration, You can apgly the pressures rapldly, bui de nor
grab” the front brake lever or “sromp” the rear brake pedal, Abrupt application of a brale is more likely to lock ie.

lit a straighe-line stop, if you should lock the front wheel and are unable to sweer, immediately release the
franc brake lever, then squeere it again using slighrly less pressure. If you lock the reur wheel In a straight-line brakin
situation, keep the front wheel pointing straight ahead (don't look down; keep your eyes straipht ahead at eve lovel). l%
you are braking simply to reduce speed, make sure that the bike is going perfeerly straight before releasing any pressure
on the brake pedal, Releasing the rear brake with the bike in g major sideways slide can result in a very violent form
of crash, ealled 2 high side. Tn such an extreme braking emergency, ics better just to leave the rear wheel locked unril
you come to a stop. Baing anything with the rear bralee (even think ng of i) only diverts your artention from the
maximum application uﬁﬁu frone brake and increases stopping distance. On your next stop; use a bic less rear-hrake
PITLRSUTE,

Practice! Practicel Practice!



