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by DANA SITFFLETT,
everal YEATE g0, 00 4 Tide Lp ml(‘u
et Virminia, I cressed an open’

4_111 of the Appalachisn platsau just’

“wgsl of Thomas during an =veoizg
fannclecstosm. It was 3 spoctaculor
shiw, with fiphtniog blasting away ac
the ground gl aroued me.

1 knew that people have been kilied
oy lightsing, and T'd seen what lizhe-

“ming could o Lo trees, baing, livestock

. and so loglk, But gven i the canter of

©thut slorm, Lhe posivility of being

stpick seemed S0 Teoke,

. Besides, my tives dngulaled me fram
fhr,gmund cght?

,I dua’l think teut way um'l:nur-e My
T.rg:nmg us a0 A Force metearulagisy,
copled with i cother baoowing pur-
sobil cxpericnoe with lightoinge, buve
saught me to koo bettern Foao Lough

at my avn past foolishoess, bat I'm
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Stay Sa

When

: ur_ﬁa;rad. it Lha manbier of Galks T'we met

wehin feel, as [ once did, that there's Lit-
He Gumper in mixing musercysles and
thunderstorms,

Lightoing is jusi the E'm,n:pm-:hac.l ula
complzx choio of eweoes. To pu? i zim-
ply, 2 thunderssorm can Senacaie sv-
ceal elecerically charged rcgil:-ns.—pw-
itive o7 oegalive — within irestf. R=-
member your bigh school physicst
“Likias" repel, and Mopposites” attracr.
vight? When & cknrped rogioe within
sl becomes sromp enoogh, light-
aing will arc to a field of npfosits
charge, This cousld tuke placs ia Lbe
storm #seil, the vir eround it or en
she groood.

For jigitoiog ko sédke the groved, o

anything nn]l,jh_&squmww:hcad mnsl .

firs Eﬂlimr. 4 thacge in the -growdd, The
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slmnpe;sl charped fizld {um!l:.r nEga-

; livelio the portian of the storm L',{mm

Lo Lhe 3;r|_1und will “chase™ the ik
churge from the graved beloo, and at-
tract uo epposite [eeually pns:harc}
charae o thul grooad. This charge is
shared with wbjests en the grouad fecld,
and corcentruled in pointed (eicvated)
objects:. bills, Twildings, tress, water
towrers. lighlning rods. . and von on
vour Goid Wing.

Bot that's nol all. Where therels ar
alacaricnl chargs, there’s ap electrical
ficld, The strovger the charge, the
stromger —and larger — the field. This
anplies o yonand wour eycle, ton, Yeor
cycle, being consteusted of steal, will
have o porticolicly powerful feld

- aronnd it, Bince opposiies BUTACL Four
ctm{l: will be strongeat and most exlen-

~Eve i “the dirsction ol the stedngest
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oppogite charpe: the siorm, which also
hias its own clectrien] field reaching oot

foran oppesite. Wheno thess twa 0ppo- .

sire ficlds byced down the rcsistunce of
the insulating air between them, you
ead wp with 2 lighning ol fofiowing
the path of Jenst resscance fTom the
sirongest eonzentrasion af one chumge
[0 the stromgesi Gorccotcadion of the
edhee. I ou aod yoor oyole ane i Lhe
paeih of lcast resistance, o1 if vou buppen
1o have the sfrongest concsaiation of
charge immediately avaiable o the
lightning bolt, acl — a5 they osed
say o tunn-nd-the-century dime nowvels
— L 95 slTaw & curtain over this Tapic
SOCOE.

Fried LMW dinde boards s1e expen-
sive. So pme fuserals Dlen't underesti-
i the power of a thunderarerm.

Mitice that I'we said notbing abiul
the s0-calied iosuloting a belities of woor
sices. Thots because they cao de ooth-
ing BaAiTsl W CIEFES a5 Rtrong as 4 [ivhi-
ning botl. Afr is an excelicnt insoiator
and lightning routinely Jumps 2cios
several mmiles of sky; n lictle bit of nibber
walld, at best, o just a suifzoe for the
curtent to AT acToss.

L0 why are you sale in a car? Again,
the tires 2re o hefg, In Lhis case yoo
wre telativaly [not totulivk#afe heoawse
the rseral of the cur struciwre condusts
the current aronnd vou o the prowsd

A metal buiiding woold do fhe some
thing for you; [ think an overposs
wouid, soc. Eut jus peiing onder that
overpass i aolenough; vou sltanld find
r_srjq.r proond to stand om, maintain az

Tittle Sady enntace with the mround s
possible (1@, don't iz Sowm) Why?
The aveTpies, hiveiisg metal in its strug-
ture, will be attractive to Xehtrina, 1€
in bit, 2 Lot of gerrent will B passad
theowrh the pround wnder you. Eyow or
that proand ars wes, yoc'|E feel it, and it
can huart you. You may (el iteven if you
and the ground oz oy, Fusthermore,
slay clear of any metal in the averpass
slrugroze, and toy to stuy sveay from
your cycle, oo,

In preneral, any shelter is betier than
nothiog, with tadin artennas, wulss
towers, Jone rzes and the like beiog
crocptions t the Tk

[ you are coughl in the opco wilh
e Bike, you've tae chioioes: ride ke
the dickens and gzd oui of thee; o7 gzt
voirsell away from the cvcle and
crouch in the lowest, dryest place vou
cea find, The idea bere iz nor @ be a
high point, yet sull maintain & little
hody contuid Wwith the ground as possi-
le. Which chaice of avtion & hest? T
can’t zey, Riding will get you oud fram
wnder the storm sooncr, bur then pow
yun the risk of taking & ditect @t at
£l zph.

& far better alternative s to aenid
riding into a shuodemstoron w bhegin
wilh, Mg T'vezaid, 1koow betler, mow [
preder 1o warch the show From some-
place dry, wheti the anly slsctocily in
the azzw s Busy Warming my weul oeg
of coffes,



Lightning ard

Flarida iz known as the lighbnlng
tapital af the United States and, as such
we are freguently treated to many displays
at ena of matures most powerful foxess. To
wateh a thundecstorm is exeltlng, to be in
it, om & metorcywle, oan he terrlfying.
Lightning is just the £inal product in a
complax chaln of events.

L thurderstorm can gensrate several
electrically charged reagions (positive ox
negative) within lteelf.Remenier your hilgh
schonl eoiensey MOppoaites" atiract and
"llkes" repel. tWhen a reglon within a
storm pecomes =tretg anoongh, lighining
will arc to a Eield of opposlte chatge.
This can be air to alr, alr to groumd or
on rare acoazlans, ground ta atr.

For llghtning to strike the ground the
storm must flrst indute a charge into the
ground. The stzongest f£ield in the storm
[aEaily negative) wiil Nchaxze” the llke
shargs frem the ground below and attract
an oppesite cherge (uaually posigive) ta
the grourd benesth it. This pogitive
charge is shared with objectz on the
groued iteelf and concentrated in eievabed
chjacts, such as bulldings, trees, watar
towars and yeu on your Gold Wing.

WwneTe there is an electrical charge
theze lz an electrical field. Your Gold
Wirg, rteing constructed of metal, will
have a particularly powerful f£leld sround
it thus attracting & 1llghtnlng belt £rom
the cppomite charge in the storm. What
abolrt my ribber tiree, you msk?

The ipeniating abilities of your tlres
are non-gxistent when facing a force as
powerEnl a8 & lighthing bolb.{1f lighinine
tan cross miles of sky Qo you really thiok
2 tnohes of rubbar will keep Lt at bay?)
© The tires will act, at beskt, a5 a surisce
for the lightning to are acress. Why then
are we safer in a car ar van?

The metal of the car structure
corduets the surrent around you {like a
matal magelto the ground beneath you. The
aame holds true for metal bulldings and
overpasses. Just getting under that aver-
pass is net encugh; find dry ground to
stand on and malntaln ax Llttle body
tortact with the ground ms possible. Whny?

the Moboroyelist

Because the overpass wlll be attractive to
lightalng and 1f hlt, a ot of enermy will
be passed to the ground under you. Need-
lesz Lo zay, stay away from any metal in
tha overpags and keep away from your
moborcycle too. In genezal, any shelter iz
better than nothing, with watet towers,
lone trees, tall cbjerts and the like
beirg the exceptlons fo the rule.

I1£ you ace cavght ln the open you have
two choives, rlde 1ike the wird oe gelb
yourself away from the moterecyele and
craovch 1n the lowest, driest place yeu can
find. Don't be 3 high point and taintain
az ilttle Body conkact with the groond az
peasible.

h better alterpative iz ko aveld the
storm altogebher . Watch the show Exom
someplace dzy, where the only electricity
in the ares is bumy warnlng yous cup of
poffem. Thanks to Dana Shifflef: for the
basis of this article. Ride Safe,
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