)mmon Sense
And Your Tires

Stmple Chores, Not Magic, Are The -

by JOE CHRISTIAN

he ather day & new cuslomes came
13 ke shop for e "rouline” check-
up before heading off on & tip 1o the
Midwest,

“It shouldn't nesd moch
work,” he advised me.
"Just B rapuler service
and check-up."”

Keys 1o Proper Tire Care

Fve beard that one hefore, So, as
with all first-time customers, | gave his
machine 8.000s-over before whting up
the work-order. Like mosl owners of
iz toad tourers, hiz Bike was pretty
clenn, it was obvious that alot of tims,
effort znd prids had gone inte keeging
the chrame polished and the paint diest-
free, Then I beot over to look at his ear
tire.

“¥ou want the bad news now oo
later?™ | acked.

lke frowned “Can't be the tire. I
ooky got three, four thousand miles on
i

"Sorry,™ I osaid, “Bot [ orezlly don't
think you want to dry the trip on this
one. Marter of fact, | wouldn’t ket a
whale ok of money you could make it
home from fere,™ :

Then we bath hunkered down and [

showed biet the deep lzteral cracks

between the crown tresd. By shining &
tight on the tire, we conld sse il the
waF 0 the nylon cord in places) Defi-
nitely & scorey proposition,

2 course, once he'd seen the dan.
age, he asked me to install a new e
But he was understandably angry and
confused abouat the whole incident, He
couldn't befieve bis tive had aofy lasted
& few thowsand mifes — and he hadot

expected {o kave to replace i g0 sooo, |

which meant he would have less moner
to spend on bis wpooming Hp.

A tot of touring modorcyclisis have
found themselves in the same fix over
the years. The fruth is, they're the lucky
pocs. {The gnlucky oncs only hear
something g0 Kapow! znd then their
hike storts doing strangs and dangerons
things all over the road|)

Naw this 't intended to be a cafety
lecture — I get fust as hoted az you do
listening 1o someane spoeting off ahoat
what [ ought to do (e be & safer ridsc
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