D.Hﬂ}'ﬂ.l plil::.uurbaﬁshlgh oo the back of yoar motorcycle
‘dgain fask summee? Curse the limited stowape of your sad-
lehags and top case? Leave behind an exdra chenge of cioth-
i g 1o ardet to bring the tent? b= cycle camping really not
28 much fun? Well, therefs a better wey Several woys, actually
= " (e 18 to quit camplng. Anather 13 to 2end the equlptent on
ahead fn & vaeowith yoor non-cyeling s pouae and avald hauding
I arvamd o your hike Yo couled join & few of om aoone
Seclenbary Friemds Cand sormetimes me) ant sleep in hobels,
; f.k mowe all the gear inlo o trailer,
; Dmggulg a set of fraiting whieels bedand your soooter doesn't
&N yILTe A mitn. Trailers give you an option similar
2% o the trunk of an aulo—space, seourity and weather protec-
% fican. They give you more roum oo youpbike, better dynamic
Etnbajrt_'.r(sumtlmcsj. reduction of rear-wheel load and more
£ convenient packing. You can even pack in some extra food
- ‘and fuel for that long trip into the boondocks,
_How comeas the other shoe. You better believe that draggin’
a tralber lan’t all peaches snd cream. Fhere are some draw-

“ ol war stares and wa.‘rnlngq abioat pudling trailers. Are thel.l
= _'Ll'll.é ar !_u?.ldll;] wives' Labeg
BEE Havé yoir remd your motoreycls cwber's manual Tabeky? It
: pmbahly says, “Lon't putl a trailer with this cycle.” Most auko
-makers put the same disclaimer in their manais, especially
"for sall cars, This & oot becawse traileriog is dangorous, ot
" aniy becawse the makers dom't want to Jocur any liahiite
o __R‘hﬂﬂ'ﬂ milght mlauae & tesllsr, or pull an untested homemada
rig whise instahilibies might canse an accident.
5 ’*.‘ Pu“mg i trailer gives @ mew meaning-to the term, “My tall
B droggn'.” Witleut question, theras a lot of hlack art to
selu:hng and palling a trailes, and e ark by prochiced as 2
inal sport by meny artisans, But there's a certain science
g , a5 well. We'll ry to pull apart the science from the art
At |I:I:}"DIJ make wp your own mind a5 to whether the myths
‘E‘u‘l:ma] s it fun ov & veal droarescs?

Trailers are Dangerous

and from satme of the e;qmmnca:l tradler pullers as well, Yool

Todar 1t frcmn me. Bt vehat you'l ala0 Rear |2 thal esobi oy ing

l5" Tangerons, 50 is Licydling, skiing -swimming and climbing

sbapiladders, We all chouse nur risks, Pulling trailers is more

&angcrwslhunskcpmg through a moovie, bat not as dan-

aF-steckiop your gear up on the luggape rack and rear
le.

bigla to trallerlng as well a3 good pointe. You'll hear all anyts .

Fafse Thi i the fest Hhing we hesr from mosk non-tggera,

RILERING

+ Bill Brohst

are dangerous., Most accideats are pilof error, mol equipment
faihire, Watch out fur the trailer Rigfer win savs, °0 never
even know its theseT™ Trus, when youme cruising at speed an
a good road with little crosswind, and i yowre oot looking
In your reerview mirroes (o bad bakit, Bor the way'h you donr't
sende lhe presence of the boogie box bebind you, Bat when
the trafie gets thick. or the rosd gets rouph, or you out bow
cise b a v, you'll remember. All of that 1s true whether
your paill Usat trailer with & evcle or a cer.

Design Doesn't Matter; Function ks Alf That Counds

Foise Some Hiy sl |;|ua|ll]," means more Har :ﬁwptb'ome
would sacrifice desiyn for unction. Same say “more is betbee”
Some say "smaller is safer Long and low, or short and nae
roy? Whe's right? There's truth in it al,

Poor trailer design and constouction will lead to lots of
operating problems. A good 1ig is a joy to towe Selection oni-
terle are All-important, right from the Beginning. And remem-
her, & cheap bargaln 18 no bargain at all if it isn't what yau
relly want, and ksn't well designed and made.

Shird and narTow mesns oo can wheed ﬂ‘lat rageal right
inbo the model ponm with you {provided won're on the Geat
flour and the mamager it Iooking). Like U catls widskees,
if the front-cad con get theaaegh & opening, you keew the
rear-cnd can, b3, Short and namrmw also means lessstabiliby;
easier b Bp over and casier to put into a swey mode. A wide
wheelbase {or wheelspan—the distanree bebween the wieels)
arwd 8 bow center of gravity means maove stebility, other things
belng equal. Without this kind of stebility, you can Bp a treiler
o ks hack hy edther awending suddendy v hitting a g tomp
wilh just ooe traller wheel A lot of ooy Ielends: Jave dote 1L
Tall trailess realee bor sorse tall talea

Short tongues make e jerky rides and swaying trailers
Iedeally, the tonyue Jength (distance betwesen the sode and the
hitch paint) should be at keast bwice the wheelbase width, But
A short tongue is casier bo maneweT iobe and out of & parking
placa, For mysedf, performance on the road ie more impartant

than parking perioroance.

Whe reeds good aerodynamies? s eanler o stove the cargn
I @ vectungubar box. Milk cartons and boces it move easdly
ie a1 ewx tham n the angled and aloplog modebs, Byt b shagpes
and sharp sdues and comers produece the wonst possilile aseo-
dymamics. To me, design matters a lot—shape, size, quality

A gord acrodymamic design produces bzss engine wear, less
trailer sway, less exhaust-lume backup mto the drver’pas-
sanger area artd mach better fuel consumption. By the de-
slgn, not the cute palnt job. Larpe box-sheped tralbers wilt



.':g.—

t-gaqe moore alr turbalence, trailer sway, sercdynambe deag,
= Frosawind Tuefbedingg amd axluanst cwrl-tack
" The h-gger thie Lo, Hhe Dietber e Ded. Sure youw con corry
o sl bed i a B trailer But waull pay for it in Brake and
b . " clubch wear, and your bike beakes may juss not be up to the

v, job of stopping that B rig. You want to avodd having to use

i "a munaway tmack ramp becaase your old drum brakes iaded
: “heading dovwn Daaner Pass. Beiog eble to canvy the lotchen
muk doesn't mean you cught ko bry it Move wolume in the
I:r&il.er doesn’t ean that more wedght 1a okay. By the way, I
],rnu oo pull & tealler, be swe by pult the heawy stufl out o
;.rn udc[lehags ardl top case and pot 1t in the traller.

i é Just Tass It All In

.F'abe How mamny times have pow bieard St all this caredul

AL pm:ldng‘ I3 foar thee halyde.Just foss i1 in aiml take off Fresodom

3' . B: “hﬂt ks, For e, Erescdoon fom a shifting load counts

uwm. [ pack the same way every tiane, The carpo is corejully
“ipiced out e proper tongwe weight and equal wheel lead,

F:

53!'!:. stable laad and cne which feels ke o cross bebween &
I'.mﬂ Of mad pit bufla or hda dancers. Ever gee a blke tyailat
“beboppin’ down the road with ons alds bouncing Libgher than
¢ the dther? Thit's due bo ton meny hesvar thems ob oo side
Keep ‘the bieswy tbens sqeally spaced Bom sicle o gide, and
“ag bow as posdible, o Jowee e canter of gravidy. Yoa can
Mielgh exch wheed with a bathrooin scale o check it,

¢ Llse g consiskent lowding patbere, then memodze it or jot
Cdown aned repuat it each tioee. Keep the load smop in the
lrailer 50 it domsnt shift while underway Your pillow and
[:q:ung bing make good pedding. Beep the excess gear off
i top of the trailor—it mins the eerodmamics and lightens
:ht: tonpue weight oo meeh when yoa're volling along. Newer
E mr]uad the tailer beyond its gross weight vallng Be auye
tcr laad It with something—an empey trailer bounces fke a

amd wobhles Like & duck.

SH5 Trailers Wear Out Yaur €

; True [ true that beaktes and elutcbies will wesr ot Baster.
% [IrMng technloues can dooa lob bo ease Haat paio. That's also.
1k whien pitllirg a trailer with a car, foco, B oo start showing
dodwie & bit mardier For an iedersction, and avoid dragging the
clutch smrtieg out, you oy oemr wear ouk cither one.

-, What the: trailer will do is wear out your biltfold at the gee
pt.u:rq: With the reduced mpp, your fuet stops will come along
mm'c requently: Depeniding on s besyy and how aerody-
mmn: Fouar trailer is, and howw senstbly you opecate it, you'll
# “foe milege veductions drom 5 to 35 percent. And don't b
o HE'."E ﬁo:r & minute the biker whe claims Heal e gl_-.ts |1,|55t s
" good g mEesge with the frailer as withiout il He probably
" divesm't understand traliic laws any better than he docs the
= Vil o phiysics. Work is work, and it's gazoline that provides
& ltu:. ‘extra ey te pull a trailer.

Efymn cyche alrcady has & small tenk, you may find sonwe
rea.] RComrenicnee, especially in the boonies. You eoulbd camy
‘h |:a|:| ‘ol gas in ot on the waller {a peactlce fanght will it
froey pmh]mmj bt 1 dnn't eecomimend H.

il

= The Lighter the Tongue Weight, the Belier
Fufsa‘. You even ser this in some eds for traller makers,
e dore to bray about it Vet & lighut tangue welght |3 prob-
ilq[}rthosm.ust SeTicdls cootbutor to raller away Willy a-faw
Tiotahle meceptions (like the Eseapade and the Starlight}, the
gater}'uu drive. the lowar the tgadue. As the wind pushes on
P i front of the-traller, St teies bo rotate the trailer rearward,
2 Witingz thie tonamee. So voue nice, carciul 30-pound static weight,
urerd g your bathroomescale in ooy drivewsy, becomea
t)ﬂl:.r fivie poumds, or even 4 nogetive weight, with your big
oo Eraiber. And then iEH swing and away.

e

i
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aT 3255, Tou'll need 1 ko 15 pewcent ed the total teailer weight
-:lnﬂuahltch H}rma re pulling & box-shapel trailzr rather than

3 Froper boading techniques make the differeoce between a

:H iK-:cp the tongre weight op. Move (op bo o poind] is Letter

an atrodynemic one, add swather few pounds to that Adber
ali, 4% paunds of ongue weight 't a5 much of & strala as o
150-peound pascenger

A Swaying Trallar Is Cettain Daath

Falsa, Actualhy, a swmnng mrailer is more of o meiswee wd
# distraction thin o sorious hazard 181 sure get lhe attention
of nther drivers, and so there's & mwplm‘ir_'.-' Ahuaniage, As
leang as the sway isn't wigkent, it won't pat vou dewn, But i1k
whew wp Hee ticss on both the cycle and e trailer. Yos, the
rwrle bires as well, since any roosernant in He tailer induces
2 compensating movernent 1o the cyede And if you realby want
to Reave fun, just oy pulling your swaving bail in eaim grooves
or ovver o metal bridge grate foa crosswingd, Wiow, man; that's
a theill. Mext telp. yow'll add socne foagme kength and welght,

A Swlvel Coupler Will Flip the Traller

False. I've heard this trom people who actually bedier that
4 rigid coupler will allow the mass of the aycle o bald back
a trailer that's trving to rotate ento Lk back o Mer hitting 2 big
tump with one wheel, Thal scares me, I there's so moch
redatlcaal boree i that tryiler that it's on 3t way to being
Inverted, then withouk o swivel coupler the mmtonal farce
iz likedy 1o part L cyele down os well, Dregeing an inverted
trailer is noisy and scratchy, buk it never been fatak, Lo the
best of myr knowiledge, The dgid coupler cansed many mions
profderos than it solves.

A fully swiveling coupler avoids dameage 1o ot the bike -
and the trziber wheo the bllke goes down, With a standard
rigid ball coupler, a dropged hike will besd some metal. And
[ dom't want ary bent abruciural mesbers oo may rig, As ooy
tirwes as oy blke Fras fallen over in a parking lot or camp-
ground, ey swivel couplers howe poid for themselves many
tirnes cover. The full swivel also prevents bitch bindlng cn deep
thl:aﬁk a negative e [ dunt meed wheon 'mlesnlng over

Goita Have Shock Absorbers

Lagpemds. Yery bow trailers have them, usually anly the very
Ty ones, Cyele wailers just don’t have enough nads to
krep bouncing up and down afcer hitting a barop. Wille 2 jusl-
Tight suspension, shock abserbers may not do much good.
They probabdy don't hurt eeh, 84 Jong a4 they'ne speciealiy
dealgned to handle a load of only & couple buscred pounds
each. And bn thase rare coses where a lrailer is fitted with coil
Aprings, penjyeresizg Sowk alsorbers ace a real plos inocon-
trulling oo,

Certaioly a rigid axle bolted to the cargo boy G [vene
tronsmits a fantastic amount of stress and wibealion inko the
trailer and ite contents. | tried one ooea, aned |t et iy eyguip-

. ment to death. Leef springa. coll springs plas sheock absodars,

o torsion hars are all quite acceptabde The wradler shoold
bounce & Uttle, buk not & lot. Aet, not science? Yep.

A Trailer Screws Up My
Maneuverability
Fure does, Or at lpast it changes it After all, & hike giked
high with bags oa the rear end is ot very manemerble at
alf, especially if you get back anko some saft surdaces, like
sand. Moving slowly through a tonsh campground with a treiler -
takes oome peacties; It feeds like there'z 4 hikks doncer om vour

" pear seat, with the teailer bomgue wobbling back and forth, An

serodvbamically desigoed trailer 35 actually stabiliziog n &
crusswind, thougdy, much like a sea aochor. You cen prove o
wourself that i¥'s mot all that Bad tor taking the MOST ¢hiotor-
cyele Operatars Shlla Teat) with youmr teafler alfachel. e
dooe it ard scored almeat as high (uat barely passing) as €
did withoat the reaber,

| Want Big Wheels on My Trailer
. M, too Movqeiestion buk that the larger the wheel diameter,
s frorgie 42
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« be: énpiat’on‘both sidesant fomy cooughls” Clmen It i e right dove 1o 3 mnst\-ﬁ

el b hinder-the tuimdng of the rig; while
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Neere's nothbing uile as vaech un-fun a9 -
Lrying 1 fund gnol-gize lireor wheel eary
‘un-2 Sunckay enorpdimg oub in Qbe Doonies.
The stancasd liflle buat trailer wheed viircs
;‘qulte welt and is easily replacealde,

Don'l Ever Use Salely Chains
- Frlse, Sogoedegr o'l fonged le ok e
coupler in place. The safery chiains keep
vour trailer feom solt-destmection wlken il
romes [node. Liey Anpc and 1 hove both
Tazenn Eaworresd by oner [ervent uae of safeby
chaing, all due 1oy oversight when
hitching up, Twice | forgot b secues the
badl couplert Onee was ina conmpuroalsmi
and once on the woadway: Dnn‘t lamphe; it

ceald happen bo o
The chalna nesd to be atrong, espacially
Hie ek, Aenicl the cheap, lighiwekght
spriop clips; Bl sooge il B ongue drops
onito the chains. There arc lots of mopths
abiwit gafety chalns being dangerous baet,
a3 far as F've heen ahbe to bell, they're all
stmedee. Tomg e really doa™ creep g dnto
whieel wells, Inommy case, we bhave 2 -
sponsibility to vther divers ook bo gy
oy Erailers in their faccs just because we
meaded W 0 Anme way.

O Hie claias ooder The tealler iomoe

ooty Loy the: elasbies and keep the coupler
frean panaping ol aver e hall. Mo long
swinging leops! Keep Heo Just snug
enaugh to be able bo turn the Irailer A
degrees bo the bike without Linding,
Sownewhere there's o happy mediom fur
yuairowae rig, Howesser you may feel abouk
theao, wse Haesn. A loose tealler can coanse
teyribbe pains, Ao the yoor tail wikl peathy
be drapging! Besides, (s ilbegal nol o uee
them.

You Don't Need Lights; Refleclors
: Wil De
Faize. Every stete requires lights; den't
aklvp o Heern. The traiber it very low
as it is, givimd 3 unusual perspective to
a folbowing driver, The mere you can light
up your home on wheels, the less Bkely
thal annther drlver will path his bumper
aun ik, Yo'l reeed rinnling Hghts, akop (-
cle braked lights, Lurme gignals, & license
Mate Tamp and some poober clearance
lights on the fremt edpges,
Ey the way, reflective fops s a el
atlentinn gerter, snd gives other drivers &
better seage of The akre and dimensions

of your wailer, Bessicles, ICH help you find

aluwtenrughmwevmﬂﬂbc traiber tomgine
*froen hitting the ground when swspeodesl

raijer pailers are convinced hat polling -
the lpad It & traller is safer, easier and -
moee han Ehat potting & big Lleed on and
arcursd e rear wheel. Althouah some of
thia articke might sownd negative, the art
of pulllng a wailer with woor blke am't
nnech cliffevent thao gullisg il willy a cae. -
The basle principles apply ko bedb. The
trailer is @ god way to awaid the o
pack ecar-end boad. 102 2lao eosier to gt
Ik the trailey For o camdy bar ar o cool
rink then digping il & tied-down pack
It riakes camping amd {raveling by bike
e et ant

You 'l even have rocm to bring lioime
that ugly somesiic yoi found at the ool
bauksE teap. | |

[ Aboar the purbie B Bhst = 2 wallupd o
alist Enm Mol Corrfm, Bas pulled 1rilee e
skl s 20 pears o likes, amd has Wkl s |
Ik A Bhe mobect, Pelio Four Tan, avadlable |
lor 35 Neam TTE 807% Lurdrck B Kikr
1Egwk, Marih Linrodna 27648,
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