Fabric vs.

oe Supday in 1973, F was

riding the Z00 miles bome

from a weskend visit with
my parents in Michigan, whene 1 lved
at the time. This blustery afteroocn
leaked intermittens rain, and the
temperatares wers in the 64z, That was
pack i my cheup days wheo | didnt
even own 1 atiosuit. | fpured 1 owas
tough 2onogh to ride i the rain watil it
‘£ too bed, then I'd just stop aod warm
up. Besides, my bike had a Faicing on i,
und Lhis day wasn's very cold.

After a coupie of hours | was sonked,
Though the eain was on-and-off, the
wind rushing over B2 Was comslant.
My haods became very cobd, | remeni-
ber shivering, aod after a Ume my
hazy mind decided it was time o stop
for gas,

My bike was a Hooda CRS30 Four,
and to open che gag cap you bad 1o push
a lever beside it T caa still rememiber
watching in harebrained ampsertent 13
oy oumi thwmb, which seeamed fodally
detached from my body now, jost ool-
lapsed, time after 4ime, sgaiost that
Lever, Ooly some years Jater did § Jearmn
that [ was io the middle stages of
hypotbormia then, and in serioes
danger. At least T'd had enougl serme
Ieft to pull into a restaoeant, warm Jp,
aod cac something,

4 BOAD FIER Decensiar 154

S

Fverything You Need

16 Know When
- Selecting
Touring Clothes

by BILL STERMER

Metorcyeling is a sport for the in-
toepid. The rider iz protected ooly by
what be a7 she wears. [t may be raining
and 44 degrees, bot ai skino level itbad
better be warm, dry and safs. By safc |
mean mot just pomforiable, bud cotally
protected. Your meotorcycle clothing
has a big job to do. '

Motorcvele clothing is very special-
jzed, and works better o 2 hike than
general, noo-specific clothing does. 1t
sbould fit claacly soas to oot flapin the
wind, Chuterwear must bave superiar
aiility to block the wind ond held in
warimth, Depending ugon its fuaciion,
it shoudd have soote abifily ko Keep you
relatively dry in a shorl spoiokle. IFit's
ralogsar, il showld keep you doy io an
all-daydownpour.

Hiding suits should be cut ta accom-
modate the riding pesitan. The sleeves
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Hinstruion by Brlan beRoan

and legs should be longer sheu ston-

dard, the peck opening should close
sougiy fo keep ol the wind, ol Lkere
sbould be similar closers: oo (he culfs
and sleeves, Often sidiog gear has an
“actien back,™ which is aa exiru fold of
matetial tehind the shoalders 5o your
armos cAn reach foreacd withoot re-
SIICLiRE Kovement.

Finzily, if 8 dder should mes. with
mistortuoe aod go down, motoreycle
cloching must be able to withstand
abrusion, aod lews ol i A moweevelist
will slide a loog way if he leaves his
beke 0196 mph, and the only pro@eon
bis By well bave will 5o whar le's
wearing. Becuuse we l4nd 19 timble
wheno we fall, pord matareycts clothing
wiil bave 2 dauble layer of material on
the' profruding areas like clbows,
shoulders, aod knees,

Muotoreyele elething showld we cun=
verwenl and have pockers aad appets
aod soops at all the mght ploces, T
should e comBociably so tha, like uny
item of cothing, pow [Drger ivs there
QneE if'g on.

Parr of what makes a towring suit do
itg job i3 the matersal it's made of.
Toduy, high-tech fabrics vig with good-
wld lzather for pugulurity wih ridecs,
Eack type of animal bidls and faboc has
iks various odvaniapss aod disadvao-



tages, and no ane matesial fan do it all.
Let's look inte the pecd and cons ofsuch
items as leather, nylon, and other fab-
tics, so that yoo con mike the most
informed choics when tt's tinae to bay.

Types Of Materials

Lenther i the tradidonak momscy-
cle gacment for pood reasom, Heavier
leuther garments (3.0 ougoss pes sudes
foot) provide superior abragion resist-
aoee, eod o pass through the wind
without flapping, aod last & long lime.

Panple have come to repard leather
clothing as almest 40 heirleom. Get a
pocd garment, treal it well, keep it
dean snd lubed, and ic will Last you 2
lifetime, Mo one theows feather got=
menis away, iod 2 skilled lezcher
worker io w ¢ustom shop can restore
wiarn-aul or scashed leather garmenls
e Eoll luster, [ heear stories of fatbers
Passing thedr leather jackets oo 1o thedr
s0m5 years after they have bung up their
own helmets. There's somethiog megi-
cal about feather focits history, the fact
- if's & natural product, the way it feels

* suppke in the hand, for its rich uroma. It
has wome i be associted walh fine
fashion, and the leok of a fioe [easher
ciding swit ig cruly elegant,

has leather garments are made of-

spliv ¢owhide—the hide i sliced to
mAke o thin pieces from amne thick
ooe Ad a matoral product, leather i
potons and breatbes wedl, but thoss
poTes can also let in moisturs. Leather is
nof raingear. Though it can keep you
dry for & while, T=atner will eveniually
sonk through, A thorough wetting cn
stain, stiffen, and s lepther.

o and of itself, leathee is nat that
walrm; it must e lined for comifos; and
hear tetention. Removable insulated
linings are highly recommended for
wertility in hot or coal weather,

Because cows arc self-propelled,
clumsy, und ool too Dright, cowbede
will become scratched and broised a3
the cows rub up aganst fenoe posts and
barbed wips, Soate amount of imper-
Fectiom g acceprable io leather, ag ic
adde 1o character—oo bwa pieced will
e exacily the same, Cuality leather
maoafacturacs Will reject bides that ace
too beat up.

Desides itz good Jooka awd acoma,
Jeatber really shines in abrasion restil=
ance; Dicag tesis have proven thal heavy-
waight racer leather is the very besi
matedal to be wearing when the rider
Tits the road, and will hold ils mtegrey
about four limes longer than fashie-
weight leathers {of about |73 ouocs
par square foot) and other fabrics,

Ligiter-weirht leatber bas the ad-
vantages of henvy leather, with the
encceptiom of sl agion Tesistance. Susdes
gel dicty too easily for motercycle we,

. and 3len have poor Rbrasdon resiiance.

Leather's biggest drawhack is its
expease. A two-picce eather 3uit can
et you back 5450040 1o $700.00 now,
and the price of lenther has cisen latedy
becanse of iocreased demand overscas
a4 the price of the dellar bas falien. This
vear's drought, however, has driven up
the price of graini, which is causiog
many farmers to slaughter off their cat-
tle herds, therehy causing an oversupply
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No one material
—hide or fabric—
can do it ail.
‘ N
y(f H .

ol eowhide oo the market and tempo-
radly stabilizing leather prices this
winter, Don't expect this condition to
lasL Jong though—Ilsacher prices will be
IBCTeAging 2230 NEXE FCAT.

Deerskin wends to be sofigr and
Jighter Lhan leather, has preat tensiic
strength and abrasion resistance, and
it's also washable. Drecr aren'd quits a5
poaderous and bolly as cows, and their
hides Lead to be more pliable aod Goec
than standard cowlide Deerskin ic
favored by plovemakers for s supple-
tess, but fine jackeis are also rade
from ik

Unlike cattle, von wono't find huwo-
dreds af thousands of deer being pros-
essed through the marketplaces each
wear. As o cenule, fewer hides are avail-
able, and deezskin products cend to be
priced higher then cowhide products.

Mylom is 0 mon-crade material thai
cam be Tormed froan many weaves, inio
many colors, and coated with a water-
prenfing layer for weather prolection.
Brcanse it's & man-mode fiboc, mylon
is relatively inexpensive 1o cionlac-
tare. However, the <ouled faboc is
sealed and does not brealhe, saishould
bave wents 0 the uodararms and back,

Oxford nylon & ool a0 educated
Joren of the stufF; it desigmares 3 fashion-
waight aylon that is contad with 0o
1.5 ounces of urethane per sguaes yard
of fabric, bost touring suits are oiade of
coated oxford axlon. The coating

rendars the Galpric tself waterpeook, bul
the perforasuns caused by sttching
allow water ta cocer, Unless the scams
are sealed, ooford nylon cidiog swits
shuwld be considened a3 warer Tesistant
tather than wuleeproof.

This matesial & relatively mexpen-
give, but it iz ook wery abrusion resistant.

Cordura nylon 5 one of the bost-
known braods of rylon {i's 2 Dupont
trademark), Cordura is a wghtly ioter-
woven [ubric that is als coated For
water resistance. Itis very popudar for
wse o ook bags and other soft lsgzaps
hecanse of is sHffiess, bat used Fac rid-
fng gear less niten than oxdord wylan.
Cordura provides pood ahrasicn r-
anoe, but 35 shill Far infesior o racing-
grade leather in Ulat caegory,

Drendm is certainiy the mast comoton
fubrie mosi poople wedr as Tiding
paos—hbloc jransaucs mads o the stutt.
Just ypderstand that while denim. i
insagensive and locks good, it &5 neal
to winthless when wou lierally Al
thie rowd,

Guore-Tex &5 fof the deseriorion af o
meeting betwern 3 mad ball and o
Texan, a3 T thourht the frst time Lhenrd
uf it Raener than 3 matesial from which
sidding clothing i made, Gore-Ten s a
thiz, man-mads memibrane thot is -
serted borwesn Liyers of material to
rreale 4 watcr-resistint garment, Uniike
offer membraoes—plasiic food wrig,
it e.x.uup]o—{i nee-Tex comlains ol
lious of micrescopic pomes, These
poces allow vopars o cscape whils
doppiog liquids——in a wcud e
Tiex “hreathes,™

The main disadvaniiges of Gore-Tex
are that it i3 very cxpensive, and that it
ig net foglproof, You can expect any-
thing that containg Gore-Tex 1o oot
about doubie the prace of & cimilar fem
without the space-age 0. Also. the
GoresTex membraoe i3 wery filmy aod
wirhs vers woll oy ikself, put by smv;h
iog fnt @ (which i3 unavoidable in
macufocturing parmenis). the Gore-Tex
ia ruptured and watar can puss theoogh
the thread heles.

Becawse of its floinsss, Gore-Tex
deres noe wear well, Long before the
gancht it's sewn into Nas worn ouk, e
intcrnal Gore-Tex may have jost is
integrity throwgh rough bandlmg,

Dienier is 3 mezxsure af Jhe thickness
aod mass of tke material, For exanple,
200 deppee 5 % licht weave, and most
motereycle garments will rangs from
) o d90 denier. The higher the
denier, the deaser and less flexible the
material. For example. S00-denier and
higher Cardura is net wually uged for
clething, bueis comolg in sott logzape.
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Types Of Outerwear

Raimsuits 3o uswally made of some
light-denier nylon that s beavily coated
fior weather resistance. A good rainsuil
will told down o a2 packoge nboug Lhe
length and thickness of & foutsall, and
the peice will rapge gencraily from
3500 1o £75.0K,

Abrusion resitanee:  sunimal—if
vk oo o, b1 e wearing shred-
ded aylon very soon. The scams osst
T sezaled for ths 2wit Lo properly Tepel
watee. Because of it impermeability,
the a0t must be vented for comborL
Roinsuits are Lightweight aoud asualiy
colorful. Une other benefit s that even
o & cold, dry day, a rainsait witl block
the wind and allow wou 1o stay much
WOTOEL.

Biding Suits are dilleceat from 2a0-
suits, A coiosuit 15 usually justa coaced-
oylon shelf; a reding swie is also Lined
amd insalated. Mao-mede insulation i
uszd for economy, bul ale bedause 1t
wiil redain its insulatiog properties even
when wet, Smmoe commen 67w s
of high-iech insalaticn ace Poior(s uand,
' Hollefill, and Fiberfill.

- Ariding suit of waterproof mylomn can
e used as a esinsuit if vou seal the
searms, You can purchase seam-sealer
In ¢amplng-gear stores, as the same
peaduct & used to scal teots, Fabrie
riding suils cost seveml-nunsdred dol-
Lors, bul stiil may be prcod well heiowr
feather, They provede excelicat warmih
aod wealler prelection, hoo abrasicn
Tesistance &5 perhiaps a guarcer thac of
goedl leather, %

The dfrewbacks . msularcd riding
jawits are cthal theyre bulky, and ypou
ey Find thea sfling io warm weather.
Their wulk i5 wor fattering, and some
cowld make comedtiao Pesowes Terman
ook like the Michelio mao. Finally,
uider the heat of iocense abrasion,
nylon cun melt—-and & meled loomp of
nylen an the skin cin leave 4 oasly
bum.

Ust pur definitions here as tndicalon
of what you can expect Lo socounler
wheo shapping for toudog clotbing.
JYoure well-suired a1 cold-weatber Tisg-
“ing, you should be sake from Lhe polen-
tial gricf that T almost soffered wheo
hypatheroiz got me in its prasp 13
Years ago.

L i Choice Ol whal 10 weat whjbe
;  MdEng ixvary persanak White
. coubd ot begin (o bedl vou whirt
- yourshould den {of your jaunts, AR
- gtatk membare do heve thair pref-
: Brences, Thess flders have hundreds
- of thousnds. of mies undar e
- vkt s—arud, 38 your G Soe, thay
dan't all agrae on what 1o wearl

- Bl Stermer | prafer a heavy
: |eathar dlding eult, with a ralnzulifor
- inclamant weathar_ |f ihis ia beyond
A rider’s budget, he or she might gat
. an insulated riding suit with zasled
- Bob Carpenter: For daily com-
- muling or weekand rides; |'m stricty
aleathér-jacked-and-bluc-jeans fan.

_ awpact-to encountar wlde changez

- my choesia 8 two-plece qulitad-
riglan rlding eult—alarg with lgts of

- reinzuit- packed whare E can ges al
Bfast- . - TR
T Pani Carpentos:  Lealher is nica
- Marcommuting unless it's realby fat.
. Then leathar | too hot dor re |

RE Staft Touring-Wear Preferences

 avadlable in ey-qear. Blug jgans are
- 2 wilng O Tide. Fior |geeg trips | predara

For lenger tripa, ar trips whore 1.

- of tamparailure, cllmete, cr altliudsa, .
.- suletec nylon jacket ovar thaweathar

- inrear layere—and & one-piecs PG J

maver 18ke laethar only on week-
anders bacauea ofthis; e ightweight
cottonfpalyesier jeckel s always

two-pigea nylon swit, and | always
pack 8 100-percent waterproof rain-
sult o tep af Bob'e
Bob Anderse For iUl pratsction,
arvkbes 1 torso, weds @ fylon jacker
dewd bib owaralls cwver jears and a
Raninel shirt. The =aitis an insulation
[awen, and it's waterprocd, 1t has a
S Bulky cub s that | San layes unders
nezlh i, ang the full-length gips
make ib eazr e gel inoard aul of |
A roll Ehe suit compactly inde a
ShuFF mipcie,
Daws Houdh: For sgmmuting, |
wear a leather [eekat over aahliand
- tig, with castondpolyestar tvill penta.
* When it gats coldar, 1 waer an in-

jacket, and bl pamts. Whan it gata
colder atlkl, | add a cowr linar 1o 1he
legther jeeket Svan colcer (io 14
- degrees), & one-plece, ingulatecs
nylan swib, For bourded, Fowdar a
j#ckai and jaans of haavy feather.
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