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Sharing
The Road with
Large Trucks

A bowded truckitemiler combinalion en the higghway
aeprhs wheons BUCE s wisit o bike doea amd sits on

nige tirmea the pember of whoosks. When pou'ee tras

veling down e road, you'll beoin their company
from time Lo time whother o ke it of nat, [Us bet-
ter o dauen e pruys driving Lhem on your sida,

At firad wlanen, Dikes i trucka don't have muck
b1 e, Sever belesd, o riders sl trock deivers
are somew Tt alike, Unkike most eae drivers, otk
wro wsuallly elose o tweie wachinery wrd e aMlicted
with & love of the open rosud. Even 1 size of the ve-
hicles distimpuistes truckoms ol bikers Tyeme most
highway wsors; one deives dispropertinnately lavee
vglipment, the other amall. You might simost sey
they're wnited by their difterences from e norm,

Tha warsl problom Lt trucks ciuse for bikes s
the turbalence they arente, particalurly in reiey or
windy eonditions. ‘They ean bloek Lraftie o, on
twe-lane ronds ur when passing one anotbier on ek
presaways, 18 payvs not to el impetaent; Eink of the
problems invelved in raiding 2 45-foot long maste.
don alonge Live patsd,

STAY YISIBLE

Thers e wiys veu e make a tracker'y lito aasier,
particularly by ramgining visible, [t 0 vour G-
terest tn be polite. A trugker must alwaye be sware
of the pasicion of overy velicl o the higphuory. with
raspect to his truck, He lites o know there's a vobi-
cle mezr him that he can’t see, which cke hagpen
writh o hike that’s follewing.

[ariwirge elege bohind i aemi-trailer rig is commoen
with many motoreyveliats, although it's dungerows.
The suction behind it biy tratler pulla the bike alonge.
[1 saves fuel, aml cun provide 2 haven Fram: [esd-

winds and rain. Avcending to Pierre Deschampes,
presidont of tho Teamsters loeal in Quetee, trckers
dhiom's enimd bikes hilehing & vida as long as they cin
atill see them in the mirears, Howeeer, 10 get Uie
Benwfit of the deafl n bike has to ba oxtremeiy close
bo Lne trugk. Too for Back and you're in the turbo-
lenee without thee lonefit of tho deaft :

POSITIONING YUURSELY

I pou're direetly centored hehind the Lruck, nol only
car the teacker not soa Fou, byt you 't soe athiggil.
Fumps of obszacles in the voad won't appeur until
ik's Loo lake o do anylhing ahout i [F you must ey
1o hiteh a ride sy inline with a sel of wheels where
you gan ege arond the truck sl the driver ean soe
yoiL,

That's hecer Lhan sitting direetly behind, bul it
s itg own hazerds, 19 % rock js picked up between
Llve wheels and lator eames bose - not s uneomazndsn
evunt - your goose is as geod as cooked, The tires
are furehough apart Dad itl be s lag rock, dether
probibum |5 braking, Mol oaly do you buve to wateh
for the driver suddenly slowing, bug the lrach mey
do s on its own, catching you unawara,

Many madern teueks have preumatic brakes
equipper with a device that sulomaticslly apples
the brakes i air presuges in tie syslem stues el
o0 b, L% rzura, D it happens, 1 o ee lehing @
pide im Live cheatd, wwen if you can soo ahoad, pou're
mot oing Lo uxpeek 4 truck Le swdden|y slow far no
AQpAronl reEon,

Ity foofisk to try to fighd bhem -
g0 hiy nof qet e on your saide?



WATCH FOR TURBULENCE

[hessizhanaps, o tomgr-tinte motoreyelist Limeell whes
pwned four Vineent Black Shadews and now has a
Yarnzaha BIEG0, elso wierns agsieest Che Lyepe and se-
verity of turhulence on many newet Lracks, Doltee-
tors and spodlers fitted to peduce Trontd degg and
improve fuel afficiency can do wickud (hings 1o air
[tow at the rear. Wateh for il.

Praper siggnulingy makes truckers” lives easier
and will frake them more disposed o leelk out fur
wou. A driver will reilly appreviate a sigaal from vou
viz 2 flashing headlight when he’s pessed you. it lets
him know when his Lrasher i G anough ahead o
him b safely move back inle your litne,

SIGNAL YOUR INTENTIONS

AL the same time, signal when you wish to pass a
k. O singrle lane road wlere visibility may nob
he aptimal Leciuse of curves, hills or possibly even
the weathes —yon may e Lrocble seeing throwgh
A brugk’s speyonn oz owel road wiile Lhe driver’ 8
perchusd Rigeh eneeygh For o eloar vicw - signal your
Lention o maove ot Most treekers will Tlip on
thurir garn sigrmaly o let you know ahien oy G see
that it sife for youw to pass

[ woi s trouhle on o braek, teli the driver. A
rock trapped belweon tives, urning brake linings, 2
tire shoddiegs its cereass or o shiftimg toad are all e
Lremely dangerons Tor the trock s anvene cise on
Lhe roied, Flagh wour lights Lo get the driver's allem
Livn, pul] wp beside kim and point e e proklec,
Diescharnps says almost all drivers will pay alicstion
and stop Le see whisl's going wreny as 2 matler of
salf-intarest, and Lhow'l] appreciate the warning.

Finaliy, Deschamps advises steying wway Trom
eonvoys of trogks. You'll sometimes sue ries of -
semis Tollowing elogely and passingr one another von-

tinually. There's no weredy namie advanisge fore the
trucks b do this, says Deschamps: wather, drivers
whio engage in Stch petivity are “unprofessional
cowhoys,” The tactic iz dangerous and illegl; rying
Lo dook up with such a train will bave dubiogs
benelivs an best,

Truck drivers are on the rond by cheice and
because of abiticy, Theyrs used Lo latking among
themscives while traveling and o Jelping one
anobher along the way, You ean help pot this traorcl-
ing fralernity on your side with 2 Jekle atlention aol
a little poficeness, [U's worth your while,

HEEMETIONS
TR SHOULDER

A helmeat
shoulder of

o the
the road

indigates 2 maotareydhise
[JET Y. ur_:_rblnn and
would appreciate ome
aﬂi;:ance.

Mease hefp 1o maks
this a wniversal pigral
by spreading the word
a.nd by fropping when -
you 52 a hElmed om the
shoulder,
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