)mmon Sense
And Your Tires

Stmple Chores, Not Magic, Are The -

by JOE CHRISTIAN

he ather day & new cuslomes came
13 ke shop for e "rouline” check-
up before heading off on & tip 1o the
Midwest,

“It shouldn't nesd moch
work,” he advised me.
"Just B rapuler service
and check-up."”

Keys 1o Proper Tire Care

Fve beard that one hefore, So, as
with all first-time customers, | gave his
machine 8.000s-over before whting up
the work-order. Like mosl owners of
iz toad tourers, hiz Bike was pretty
clenn, it was obvious that alot of tims,
effort znd prids had gone inte keeging
the chrame polished and the paint diest-
free, Then I beot over to look at his ear
tire.

“¥ou want the bad news now oo
later?™ | acked.

lke frowned “Can't be the tire. I
ooky got three, four thousand miles on
i

"Sorry,™ I osaid, “Bot [ orezlly don't
think you want to dry the trip on this
one. Marter of fact, | wouldn’t ket a
whale ok of money you could make it
home from fere,™ :

Then we bath hunkered down and [

showed biet the deep lzteral cracks

between the crown tresd. By shining &
tight on the tire, we conld sse il the
waF 0 the nylon cord in places) Defi-
nitely & scorey proposition,

2 course, once he'd seen the dan.
age, he asked me to install a new e
But he was understandably angry and
confused abouat the whole incident, He
couldn't befieve bis tive had aofy lasted
& few thowsand mifes — and he hadot

expected {o kave to replace i g0 sooo, |

which meant he would have less moner
to spend on bis wpooming Hp.

A tot of touring modorcyclisis have
found themselves in the same fix over
the years. The fruth is, they're the lucky
pocs. {The gnlucky oncs only hear
something g0 Kapow! znd then their
hike storts doing strangs and dangerons
things all over the road|)

Naw this 't intended to be a cafety
lecture — I get fust as hoted az you do
listening 1o someane spoeting off ahoat
what [ ought to do (e be & safer ridsc




And I'm nat peing 10 try to fmpress you
with how muck | Enow shout tires —
Lord knows there’s plenty of Lhal going
arpund without me adding 1o it.

* Ba ler’s just Forger all the tachoizal
equations, magical [ormulas and secret
ingredicnts for 3 chonge. Lets just falk
abour Fous molorgyele tices . and come
mon sense,

Right off the bat, fel's maks it plain
that & great eumber of motoreycle
prolems — including mstability, pooe
handling, high-speed wobble, rough-
riding, and vesring tendencics — can
be cawied by poorty mainiained tires,
Some of the above can make for 2o
urcamfartibiz ode; same of them can
Eilk you,

The other side of Lhe coln 3 that
properly maintaroed tires will poa long
way toward eliminating the afaremens
tionied problems.

Nexl, be it bereby ooted tha tnkimg
proper cire of & motareyele tire is
l‘mhﬂ.hﬁ.r the casiest dily a motorevche
owazr can perfoers. Just a few siople

. thures, perforred rpularky, will keep
vour tires i3 optimom oporating condi-
vinn znd yan apprised of their comdision,

Mow comes 2 doss of stlitude adfuse-
menl; The frst thing you, as a biker,
Must do is ¢ make up your mind that
there i= only one person respongible for
ONgeing inspection and maintedancs ol
your hikia's tires. This pezson is mof your
dezler, your best budds, or the pac sta-
o attendans it i vou,

There is no escaps, no excuse, bo
quibble prrmiteed, [F yoo take case of
your teres, they witl operate proper(y, I
you don't, Lhey won't.  Foo have ire-
related problems, the chances ars yoo
cansed them. You are respemsible, the
Place where the duck stops.

Okay, now that you know whe's 16
blarmz o7 poor tire maintenancs, lat's
talk- about Tespensitilities. There are
three primary 0wner ohiirations in tire
BRCE.

L. Proper tire pressure.
Z. Properly batanced treswhee]
assenhbly,
3. Proper replzcement tires,
By the rombers, these tire-madnic-
namee duties read oul this way.

PROPER TIRE PRESSURE

The singles most importont mainee-
nange function yont can perform & do
keep the correcl ir pressurc in yoer
motorcycle tices, I you don't do any-
Ihing eise to your motorcyele exczpt
add g2z ant oil, keeping the air prassurs
up 10 spec s yoor nomher ane priority.

Your passenger and your Ife-insurunce
agent will thank yeu bor it

What i the “proper™ tire presured
Mo gecrets here, Youll find 2 chort in
yourowner’s maneal thattells you pre-

- Gisely what the recotrenented inflation
" pressure shoald be, based on the lead’

carned. Follow a1 chart. IF you have
aftermarkel tires instalicd, follow the
tire manulacturer's reenminendotions.

Thebest way to accomplish this is 2y
acquiting the habit of inspecting your
hike's tres datly befioes nse, This inspec-
{ioo should Decome ns much & part nf
¥our riding #s puching the scartes bug-
ton. You may have lo make 3 congcioes
efiort gt first to spend & coaiple minutes
wedes your machine — but aftes & white
it will bezome second nators, an auto-
matic process Lkal you do simply De-
canse thar's the way vour traveling doy
begins, Once you meke the doily inspea-
tion an intzgzal par of your riding rou-
ting, you'll fiod that it's extremely casy,
and you'll wonder why the diskens yon
weren’t doing it ali along!

The inspection shoald be shor bt
thorgugh, The ooby equipment vou®ll
need g g good 4ir gEuge - répeat; o
goad air gaoge —and an old bach wewel
o1 some other kingd of mat to lic on
while checking 1l rear tire

Pue your bike on the centerstind,
shift the franzmission iolo neelml, as-
sume the required posilion (oin the
hiﬁgu road bikes, 1his mesns lying
down with part of vou woder the sad-
dicbage), ard slowly totate the tira,

Carcfully examioe 1he whals tire 2s you
go, checking for bits of glass, oails,
sharp rocks, anythiog that might have
lodged in the tread of actually pene-
trated the carcass. Also, be on the look-
ut (o7 splits ar 1:r'u:k5 tn-the freed or

WHETEEELL Remember that Tellow with-
" the cracked fire ad the beginning of this
anticle] This simpfc procedose could

- have aleried him that something was
oul af whack in plenty of Gere 1o cor=
rect the situation.

il the outside of the tive checks out
okay, exzming {he ingide, Take a pres.
sarc reading, making certain that the
pai™ ig g 1o soull, OF Eourse, presture
readings should oady b teken on 'z cold
sire, before riding. Assoon 2= voa begid
riding, tire temperatore il increase,
expanding the ai inside the tire and
raising the pressues, Consislency is the
Ecywiard, Alvaye pecform this proce-
derg in the same mannet, using the
sane lools, That. wav Fou'll be able to
spod Ay veriations inseaodly

While vou'se ena long trip, your (ire
pressure probably will not vary deamol-
icaliy Erom day do dow Gensrally, the

" mosi nariceable chongss in tiee pressics
will occur =fter the bike has beco sitting
for & erhile without beine ridden. Com-
moD SE05e gives you your next cioe;
make ahaglitiely ceriain thi vou check
your tire pressure before ridiog a bike
that kpsn's been ridden for 8 while!

A word aboot air gauges. Most ma-
chioes these days are delivered with
some zorl of dinexpensive plaslic oie

Badly cracked touring ifre is the resuit of aversiresing — under-inflation,
tire design, Inadequale compoimding, over-loading — amy uf (hase tould
cause this fype of damage, Deeper craclks indicated by arraws go all the

way to the midon cord. Resular daily isspeefian wonld fave rereeled this
‘pofeniialiy danperous condition I planty.of fime to avoid disesior. :
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* TIRE CARE fsntingen

gange. They arz cxcelient for Lhrowing
&l meraoding marmosets byt pot
worlh a plupged ajckel [or checking
¥our air pressore, Toes them and Ty a
good ane, Mety] pencii gauzes are mar-
ginzl, Several pood fauges arg beine
made these duye with accarale analog
Teadents, airdos prevention davices
and bireder valves. Yes they ure ex pen-
sive. Bot wsed propery, 5 pood pEugE
will pay for itecl! many times aver,

BALAKCING YOUR
TIRT/WHEEL ASSEMILY

In most cases, Zeluncing Four ives
will ol be an ewresrmaintenimee item,
&8 the bike owner, yoor Tesponsibialily
bere is simply to see thativ's done when
MECEEATY, Why s e Balincing impor-
Land? Again, et remsor mle, The roat-
ing mass that faclodes your wheel, tive,
brake disos — everything that sping
ardund your axics «— musl woek -
geehier ic a speific mannes 2o order for
the rest of your bike 1o operate % it

should. Poorly alisned ar oeg-ck:
balance tire assemblizs will caase un-
even e wear, shorer tire Jife, and
worse: all kinds of possible hzodling
instahilities,

Dron't Lrust thiz important fenciion to
just anyone. Muke cerezin your deaber
01 meshanie i compedent and has the
proper equipment and knowledpe 1o
parform the job correcily When shoaild
¥ou have this operation done? Ones
MATe, fommen sense pravides the sa-
swer, The wheel aszembly shoudd Te
baltnced anviims vou Bave a tire re.
Placsd, or anytime you remove and
replive the same tire.

Ferexperiznced whesl-men, tire hal-
anciog is » fairly casy mechanicnl GpET-
mtinm, Bul | makes o hige dilference in
tire wees and stability,

What about liguid balancing goop
Lhat vou squirt inte the tre? Gond Dues.
tion. Same Flks swoar by this stuff,
some [olke swear g it Some claim it
will bolance your tizes and seal pumc-
tires; others claim il's a medern version
of snake ofl.

Rather than get {nto fiar debate, T'f|
Just pags nlang several things you shogid
consider before making a decisien

g

ihen a nail pereiraies a tfefass tire,
PTESRLrE b Yan fOr gy miles withe

#he tiva will aften redain arnugh ofr

wt detectlng ifie prncture. Buf alf the

tirne the wail is in the tira jf fs vibratireg Wil chewing away of the car-
-cesws intarlor, This dermage ran orelp be detected i removing (fe tire.
Arrow rr, I poinis ta damage covsed By mail affer (e unciure oocurred,
Arrow mr. 2 poings fa "misiroom ™ (rpe plug — & fempovaTy roadsidy
repaily ussful onlp to get the bifa ro it pacd swhere the fre oan be repaired,

ar reprlaeed,
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about pumping clop into your tires,
These days most tires are Lueless, That
means thit ony edditive younpur ipside
your tires wiil come in contrer with
your alloy ritns, Sume of these tire
scalant/balancers contzin chemizls
that sre cogrmsive; they can acthally
corrnde the alloy rims (o e point where _
the rim-lo-bezd maling surface j= dam-
aged, resulting in a4 permanent slow
Ieak, (IF thae ‘iga't sufficiznl, | suegest
yout lock dnt0 corTosion-induced stress
Fadluzes in alyminom and alumingm-
aflovs.)

Ifvou'se not absofocely certain wheth-
£ ihe paclicular goop ¥oo'e infermsted
in has hamh chemizals in i, commaon
semse should toll wou to stoor cdear

Alzo, I you usge this seff, voo'd et
ter hope the ssalant vracks, Beraese jo
Iust cases it will mean you caneot plug,
# puncture in 3 tubeless tire. The slip-
pory suhslance oftean prevenis (ke wel-
canizify gloe, wed in temporery plog
kits, (rom working properly, The air
pesssure will just spit the plec: out,
Finally, sl of these subrtances ape
excecdingly messy, roiking subsequent
tiez changes 2 Firly unpleazanl sxer-
wise. Fut all this towsther with the fact
that emost tive mznefuciurers Specifl-
cally recommend agafnst the ugs of fig-
wid sealants/ balaniecs, and that brings
us back to squaee one. The hest, mos)
cfficient way (o balance the wheel
essembly is 2o buve it done by g pro who
knews what he's doing, Pedod., :

CHOOSING THE PROPER
REPLACEMENT TIRE

Tirzs arg expendable, They wenr o
and they hive to be replaced, Mow
what?

The best edvice T can give goyone ja
thiz seqsitive ares 5 *IVDEFCWY.
DODL" That rule appliesin just aboot
cvery arcd of motoraycle care, not jost
the vare of vour tires, Bud if's especially
irnpostant where replicement Hees ate
concerned. i

Loak af it thi= way: thers is 2 wida 3
veriety of replacement tircs wvailable
on the market They are cowbed dx WaYE
from Sunday, and the et result is oo
bomnbmizd the consumer with claimg of
high mileage orsuperior wdbesion, 2od
bewilder hiin with Vand-H ratings apd
techniced jaegon that means a preal deal
{o advertsing agency wWord-mongers,
bt very fittle to maost wsers, Tt is iy
€25y [0 perchase kype insload of tires.

The commen sensc approach & a
conservative une. It recopoizes from the
start that 1ke design enpinacrs wha
deveboped your moforcycte, did so with
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A pood air gange is acsential for proper five matnrenance, (Left (o rigfitle
it pfecstic toy pauges issued s viandard equipttent gre worikiess, Penell

“gavuges are sturdy ond smadl coough (o pack almos? anpelere on the Hike
— hat accuracy lends to vary, and air-foss during cfteeking is comton,
This excelleat analop gauge ix made by Design-Eite Corporation: if ks
sern over 30, 000 miles af an-the-road use by RE Stafi: if s fairly compa,
Seatures fleed vafve, mo-foss desfph, BPS Privatesr Qwil sauge iy g come-
binatton suspension pamp and ale prossure gouge; foatures fncfide on-
thra-tirg Bleeder velfvg gad positive no-loss seraw-ar fiieme

deliberate intent, and 1o cerlain specifi-
cations. Those specifications incfede a
specific sst of tires. [0 your owmeds
reanual the specific tires recommenday
by the bike tnonufactarer are Jisted by
brond, model zad sire, Those recom-
mendationg are bzsed on exteng ve tast-
ing &y the GEMs Lo determine which
tires werk best on o mven malorcyde
e faflows that when your fires are re-
Placed, the nwosl sensible course is to
teplace them with sircs thal metch thogs
recommendations.
That doesnt mean that sftermarkst
- dires are meceasssily “wrong” [or voor
bike. In fact foume afteymarkel lires may
ke capable of improving on the stock
Bniiz, however the trick 5 1o knowr i
advarcs iFthess tires will work op pour
bike, The fact is, the same tire that pres-
forms wrell on Bike A, may canse Bike R
o experience a cese of the wolbles, and
it may make Bike O handle lke =
iragiar
I a ktowledgeahle deater, wha
knows yorer bike, steers you onte 2 st
of aftermarket tirés he koows will
improve {he baodling charactesistics o
rourtire mileage — consider it foratry
i you choose to experiment on your
awn with different tires — e my puest.
But if vour ecoacmical sitention aed
Yaur e avaflabte dictite that youn
have 1o get it dght the first gine, you

wonld probably se better off 1o follow
the Golden Rule of tire replacement

1 vou Den Koow For Certnin What
Y¥ou're Dhaing, Dontt Do Bl

O final commeon stnse note: let
your tire awareness follow you oot oneg
the highway, Give your tives the benefig
of the best pominle dding cireums-
stances, ;

Thers arc several wave 1o accomplish
this. mever excesd the Grogs Vehicie
Weight Rating (GYWE) af your moder-
Cyoic — overloading vonr Gees’ caoy-
ing cpacily is a sare-fire way to find
teoahle oo a fong lop — aod on the
pond, steer clear of road cdees, and¢en.
ters of intersegtions — places whers
debris collects. Be especinlly alent
arownd constraction sites (Las pear over
half the tires czplaced in the shap wers
the reselt of building-lrade staptes —
the constrtction Boomn znd moadern
Constnclion methods have made thess
\wo-prooged Hems quits populario the
puncture deparemens). Fioafly, take
carc during and just after kard rainz:
these con wash all socts of evil, pointy
ohjecls into the roid way.

Aot that’s about it

As 1 said helue, there ares’l 2oy
mysteres Of seemets to fiee cage, [Cs
largely a matier of commaon senss Pue
the proper tire en, have it halanced,
keep it pumped up, ., amd enjoy #
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[ Techoaa |
| Frowt Tiee
e

w reeclve a lac of

mall co exczssive frone tlre wear and
matarevele handlivg problems: that burt
up tight afics a tire change, [t easy o
hisme che tire
manufactursr for
the prcdblem, and
snmerioea [like
em Rass-pro- |
doced product) |
the tire i5 indeed |-
defecrive, - But -
thary rare. What

often; happena s "

thar the new cice proviides macdon che
old tiee couldoT, and other peobleme
with the matoreycle nimface,

I zalkied o mnst of the major rlre man-
uiiscrurers sbout feort tire wenr and han-
diing ditflculties, and they all spres dhat
a propecly mounted, belsoced 2od lo-

receives, and thar some forms of fromc

of motoreyeles and toead desiEn.

Thae eear rics is subjected to wear from
both acceleration and beaking forcea,
*| The framic oiee: tm the ather hard, does
nor experience acceizradon foress (with
the exe=ptiom of a ltotle deag as irs ineTda
i& overcomme), Although mast of the frane
tire's Ui Ls spent just ralling, during hard
braklng mos of the marooeyeles waishe
shifts o the fhone and exects terelfic
pressure on the tresd where it contacts
e toad. This enidireetlonasl force shows

flated tire citnely reacts to the forces it -

Shop ek

up 85 8 distinctive wear pattern wilch
wvatiea with tread design.

When a sfock of cread & sublecred 1o
braking force i hegins co squirm, and the
leading edpe, of che Block cales he bomt
of this fiaree, The energy is released when
the rotacion of che wheel picks the meed
bileek wvp Brot the ropd. The mesult s that
the leading edpe of the tread block wears
fascer then the raillng edge. You can
demuonstoate this @ youself. TE poe-drag
B Tiew pemkil eTReet Boross a pisce of pa-
per while holding ir perpendieular o che
paper, the eraser will shift in che oppa-
site direcoinn ard the leading edpe wilk

ICLLSTRATIORN OF |EHGRER. | IESTESH

tre wear s universal due b0 the oamee -

wear Afcer repeared braka applicadons,
each tead block chart wooches the xmd
will show this kind of wear by “mmging"
inte 5 shepe decsomined by the oead
desipn. Because mosr drea have angled
grorinms enofded Loo the tread to dirperse
water, s cheveomlike patrern & the most
common. When | see this on comeanet
mocoecycls, ko simply tells e i tider s
wsdtng his frome boakes properly Tt is nor-
mal weps, and no: 7 design deficisncy o
the dre icself.

Teres that have continwous prooves |
perpendicular to the axic with no paral- |
18] or angled orooves radiadng wwey from
the centecline do oo show dhe brake
wear parcern very much. Sloce the can-
et ancface 13 condbanos, there are oo
treed blocks that < shift ercund and
the cnerpy &5 never released as the dre
rotutes, Bat chey tesct too eadly with
the main grooves found on memy of ooc
freewars, and theyr are not as edfactive ac
wnter disperaion a3 a modetn dee. The

designs we ko today are 2 compromie

- for wer and dry conditiens on all poed

aurfaces, a6d the resplng just goes with
the tertory. Bue Dunlepi Tooy Mills
sas char, “We (the tire mansfacouers)
have to do our kit by meking tites char
minimize thds cffect,” buc “prople can
help themelves a Joo with proper meto-
cycle maintenance”

-Anything ovesids of mmping & an.in-
dicatien thar comething elss i wiong.
Assuming thac the the is mounted and
balanced cormecely, the MosC commen
canse of excessive tire wear of handling
poblems s lmproper dre oflatiomn. The
numbsr molded it the sidawall i the
pawimam pressure for whish che tie i
raced. [t is mor the reeommended operar-
Ing pressure, Yo dealer can give you an
id=a of what chat shoukd be, bur 1r will -
ke some sxperimentlng on youT patt o
detesmitne the idsal opemtitg pressure
for your load and ridlng seple, When the
dre pressure (codd) is coorece, i should
increase By Awe percoat, but no dose
then 30 pere=nt a8 i€ warms up.

If the inflation & cormeet buer you still
have hasdling problems or wmusmi tre
wear, then you have to ook ebewhers,
Somerlmes the old tire 18 50 wom out
that the morosevelist = wnaware that

. amything is wrong until he replaces the

eubber. The frome mespensicn 1t che nexe
suspecs. All of the e company rEpre-
senatives | talked 1o said that a rmlmi-
jueted o1 poorly malntained fome end
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" mmiga, According to Marcel Bourimey

tiots on your machine.

ShopTalk

will exacerhste e west The frant fork
liders mues wotk smoathby from the bot-
oo 1 e top of theic travel with oo
paeeegeye atlorion. All front forks exhilic
some degroe.of stiction due to JSctioe in
+he buahlnpge and a0 the fock s=al. Buo il
they hang up in their tevel, something is

from Pirelll, cwners fremuently ignore
the secvics fnvervals for fork oil changes.
Theer time, moietetee Jeaks past the seal
Lt the Eork Leg and dilutes che fork oil,
thie changing its demping and lubricat-
L@ properries. Ermugh moiacuee and you
will bepim to pet some eomadion inslde
thie forlz len, which can leesp the fork
frooy wiorklog sracothbe 1 o secvice dn-
wereal i glven, the fork il shiuld be
chanzed at least annualiy, The quanzity
and wiszosity of the fock oil is imporeant.
Ton little or woo el & fork oil and the
fromt end will he spongy and che bike
may bok over humps ahd waliow chrough
corres, Wormeane buck spritgs can bz
the sames efecr. Too much ar eoo heavy a
fark il can cuse hydowlic lock and pre-
venr the forl from sliding smecothly, Ses
yuut owhess menual for the specifica. |

Mext, the fork Jom most be strighc
aod parallel dn arder 1o work smoathiy.
Mizalignoent ac che miple clamp will
farce the aliders ‘1= work apainec each
ther. Misaligronent is caused most often
tw g light impace; & beavy bopecc can
actually tend the sanchimms, In et ex-
mremc cass the fork mey comgress, but
nuo rebound.

If theve s some point in the focks
teavel where b hangs up, it could couse
the frune wihesl 1o #p on che sudface of
the mond. In srme cases i happens anly
ar oo spo:d and poes sy at ]:i.ghtr
spends a5 the incoessed foree avercomes
the erletlan in the fork.

Mathew Aaron from Michelin adds
thas poerly insalled acceszodes on the
froat end cn abio cause odsallgament of
chez fork leps. In particolas, Aaron polia
oo badly ficted fork braces s the culprit,
A fork brace can do your motoocvck a
wirld of good i prerhy insralled. Frome
erwl Aex from haed cornering cao be re-
duced with the insmliaton of a fork
tonce, end some people think char the
n1mq'd€s TERCHON O M prooves 15
lessened a5 well, Bug if the boace spoeads
che fork Lege apars o6 pulls chem topether
i rhe cwiddle, che forks lege will oo longer




bz atigred and the frant suspention will
not operace smocchlys The fuily adivst-
able Braces ger around this probiem
whan properiy installed, bt some braces
are a slngle plece, Thls does act mean
the single-piece brace: are an inferlor
proguct. According oo lohn Prescon from
Custom Touring twho has installed
thoussnds aof forle braces), boch che ad-
justable and one-piece broces have cheic
wertugs, Preston seys thas the adjusmblbe
brace s easier o (naeail oo @ varlery of
murareycles, bor with more picces these
i5 more prsential for Pex oz ebe junce
tures. The single-piece adjustable brace
stays flgid, but "to dmely ele a brace
out of the bex and bolr ic on is fock-
hardy” Te is up o the peraop whe lostalls
- the brage w make sure it fics properin
The-prablem is ehat quite often the mo-
oerepcle producrion toierances e foras
pracise as thode machined into che brece.
The single-picce brace may fit the proce-
type motorevele and most exsmples of

e,

makes an uneven Jizhed pactem of wear,
A fross asetion of the tre would be
shiped moce like 2 "% than a “U™ widle
the dre |3 flexed in.

But sgme aof the other dro manwfae-
turers blame other ports of the bike for
uneven s wear and handling problems
before civay look oo the accessories. Garry
Gallagher from Messaler save that “close
ty half of che protdems are due oo fm-
proper infatlon and womn cr maladpessed
steeting head bearings” Hoppe and Az
sociated dMax Marrin (imporress of Aven
tires) said chat “the tder will notles che
handling probdem firsc and rectify it"
when T seked about sccemsories cansing
abnormal tire wear, Tony McAndrew
from Bridpsstone supgesred char hesvidy

. crowned roads can cayse mose Wesr o
thi left side of the tine than the sight

-Tir ger some inpur outyide the moter
eycle indwsety tegarding rire wear, [ oon-
tacred Blke Miller, the cwnier of Cyele
Express, a moraecycle courier secvlcs in

Shop falk

that mode] of mesorevcle perdeczly, buc
on other bikes proper inscallation re-
quited remaving same metal from edther
the fork legs or the brace fcself. The
brace muse ke o drp-la fie I vou hawve 1o
ap it in place, ics w00 tishe and the fock
sction wiil suffec The bale holes in the
brace must slign pereccly with thess in
the sfiders s well [ they don't, Hghren-
ing rhe brece mar fooce the legs sparc o
puli them eogether A listle wock with a
rac-mit fle should foc chds.

To ensree thae che fock Jegs ace zacal-
lel with the insmllstion of a one-gicce
btace {amuming thete i3 ho problem at
the mipiz clampl the brace beles and
fromt axle should Be laozened. Hawve
somecne bowncs the fronc and wp snd
o by pushing on the handlabar with-
ouz eouching the brake lever (mu can
keen the machine from eelllng by keavina
it in geat), While vour helper straddles
the blke to keep ic upright, tighren che

axle m specifications, then tighten th.e_‘_,l

Tldewates, Vitginia, {See Rides Tonng
the Dusiness Cpcde, February 1959} Cycle
Express has o feer of Honda Silver Wings
gudfitted wich identical accamories {ro-
way 1adios, cazgo munks, e, These
bikes ger ever 2000 miles im their
clocks annuaily, mnning at che sams=
Time in che same conditlons, Miller has
teied every brand of cre theee i His
findings? “Wich minimal tread deslgn
your ger maxicudt dre life. Butal brends
show tre cupping” Some of Millers
tdlees have more sriction than ofhers, due
to the seanchicms being repeaccdly
seralghrened after Impaces. He hasmlt no-
ticed aoy trends in Hoe wear o the bikes
with more seterion than the others.
m::ism!bckhrﬂmoﬂwirhmrﬁ:c
stocl Honda hridge on any af the Cyele

Bur the boreom line o thac in moat
cases, rha tires themselves are oot to
hlame for uneven wear or handling ditf-
culties. [tis the awnet of the mpoecycle

brace in a crisscross pactem. Forks e
ceiving adjusmable reces should get th
same frearmert T the :n;[r.; B follo:
the Broce manufacouTers imBuctions fo
tightening che brmce to che allders.

Ancther accesaary that Aaron ba:
found o cauae problems is o disc braks
cover. Some of thess <an ace 2a apacer
gl spread che foek legs. Agein, prope:
insezllation & the mmedy

According to Aarcn, when therz i
axpemive stction in the fork che dre
takes over the function of shock sb
sather, someching it was sor designed o
do. The wear natwern is a distinctive cup.
ping thar cocue parallel wo the axle witk
no masmplng and o chevsonliks parsemn
Aaronls thecry is that when the dre &
kownred becascte che suspension sl
working progerly, che erown of the e
flezes in and Hie sides of the tread saeul
the povecunc froom the muoside to the
cearps, then ek apgin. Bvenenally thi
gutside-to-inside-to-autsids acrubbing

~

wie B che responsibatiny of seeing woic
that the bike is weil maineained and
functioning properly Mew dres slone
cammar i an exisding prooiem elewhare
on che bike. B



ACCEPTABLE TIRE WEAR

A major problem with a wotoreyde is worn tives. They
are not vnly dunpecous to ride on bot expensive to replace,
vwhich i why e [Ty o get the moat nut of each set. Wiat
pauses excessive Hre wearand what can it tell ns about the
bike: snd rider? Flrse, here are several things to Jeep in
mind a4 f0 why bike tires cost baiee s ttuch and wear
three times fister than typical automothve fives.

More I demanded of & moloreycle tive than a car tire.
They earry twice the load, apply much more horsepuwer
torthe drive whetd and are expected to stick when hecled
aver in a tight turn. Developuent costs are about the same
for either vehicle but liwited production raisey the price.
Soffer, sticker rubber compounds accelerate wear which s
wsmall trade off for increased handling aod coroering.

" Don't complain the next time von bave to replace the tires
vn vour Gold Wing, "superbile™ fires average 5000 miles
0¥ less and enst considerably meore.

The higgest singh: canse of excessive tire wear ia umder-
inflntion. The owoer’s mannaf lats the correct tire
pressures for the stock tives depending on the load. But
suppose voil change hranda? How do youo deteruine what

 the correct pressore is for the new set? It s a8 ensy as
rending the tire™s sidewall. Fvery tire has its mazimom-
Iuflntion nad 1oad capacity molded inio the sidewall. If you
eariy A hieavy tnad or ride at high speeds 2o to the max. It -
vour loads and speeds are lower, deduct up to 10% from
the maxi {NOTICE: shod ix 100 ard wot 38 )
Mever run a tire with less than 10% noder the mazingem,
which in mast cases will be about 3 4-1b. difference.

Time and temperatare affect the pressure In Four tires. Tt
is normal for a tire to loose sbout 1 Lb, (pound per sgquare
inch} per month, Temperature afficts e pressure more
profoundly. A tire can loose about 1 1b. for each 10-degree
drop in temperature [Fabrenheif). A quick examiple: a tire
has 3% 1be. o0 3 mid summers day of W depgiees. Six
momtha later it is 3 degrees and there i3 onky 26 psi in the
tire. You lost & lbs. during the & monutha and kst another 6
Iha. due bo ihe 60 deprees o temperature difference. At 26
Ibs. your tires are dangersusty uader inftated. How often
should voo cheek your tires?

Tires should be checked a minimum of orce 3 manth.
They ahouid be checked when cold with an accuraie lire
cauge. While you are down there, spin the tire aod look
for any foreien objects that may have become imbedded jn

* the tire, Safety conscious viders check and spin every

week!

Now (hat we have eliminated the cause of ost excessive
tire wear, What is acceptuble wear? Block chaffing is (hI0
{that is the area hetween the groves) and i3 nsmally more
provonnced on the froat tire than the rear. Why? The
[ronot fire onfy hrakes and rolls thus the chaffing will show
up o the lending edge of the blocks. The vear tire brakes,
rolls and accelerates, and this tends to equalize the wear
on bath the leading and trailing edges of the blocks.

What about excessive left side tire wear? This is
umavoidible dve to the construction of (e ronds.
Wizhways are hoilt slightly concave {o allow for water
runoff, Wyou were to ride hands off. the bike wonld
eventvally rom aff the right sheadder of the road as you are
angling down a genfle slope. The rider has to countersictr
to farce the bike wphill and keep a straight line which
beads to groater wenr oo the left side of the Hre

Hew important is tread depth? The depth of the jrooves
determinea the lices ability to shed water. Effective water
dispersion reduces the odds of hydroplazing in heavy rain.
The rule of thuml for preventing hydroplaning is tero
times the tire pressure as the maximum safe speed. Tn the
previous example, with new tives holding only 26 Ihs. of
pressure, yoo eould hydroplane at a speed of 52 mplh.

Patches, pluys and senlers, how good are they? Sealers
andfor bilancers are not recommended by tire manifact-
urers aod will probably void any warranty. A paich or
plog may be neavoldahle if you have a fat oo the side of
thie roud. Most denlers will not fix a flat duc to the Hability
attuched should the patch fail. Ifa fire has to be patched
or plipged in an emergency, it showld be replaced as soom
us possible. You have only two tices and they both betier -
b absolutely right. ¥o excuses and oo exceplions. Periml.
Ride Safe



TIRE INFLATION

I Che® Once fER Mm-ra- MINIMUM

2 Always check when Cold

3 Check AeaiNeT ISIdeu.‘:-HLL
NoT The Owners Manuabl

Yy Lle._HT Loads - Never Less Than 10 %

5 HeH SPEED gm Jor Heavy Loads
INFLATE To MAXIMUM PRessuee

¢ Check TIRES M'Debms - NAILS,

GLASS , sideQﬁLL BULeE
7 TIRE DoesN'T supPorT The Load-
AR Pressuke Doeg



 TIRE WEAR
| MATDR CALSE 1S ULNDER INFLATION

A. IMPRoPeR Addition of Accessories
3. BLUKING ¢ LEFT SDE WeEAR 1S DK,

HYDROPLANING

L Treap fhrrern Deteemines Dispersion

2 Wbew Tikes PLANE Easier _
3. Rule: A x TnFlamm &cssu&e. = Safe .ﬁoée.d

§. Cleae feflecrion (s FigsT Clve
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