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As a safely person, most of the time, all | can da Is count the
failures and mishaps. But here's one story of the typé I slways
fike fo receive. A siory like the one below gives us GWRRA
Educators a shot in the arm, makes things feel all warm and
fuzzy and gives us all a reason to coniinie our worlk. :

A Co-Rider Video Testimonial

By Lowere Porier
CWERRA 7763401
Githersburs, Marpland,

2 had been aueading a local
poker ram and swip meel in
ooe of Baltmore’s eity peris

with a bunch of aoe fricnds from Chapter
MG, Ag nsoal, when wa all lined pp to
Jeave, my hushund, Don, ook the bead
bike positicn, Abont seven otber bikes
wiere following our 1986 Azpencade zs
wi started oo the back sircet o the main
o, We were probably doing about 30-
353 mpo wheo I alimpaed & shadowy
moveiment o the righe side of the hile.
The pext thing T knew there wis a severe
impact to my tace that broke my foce
ghicld. T ecaldn’™ open my loft ove afier
that, Though peither cag of 03 saw L a
der bod come ont the woods beside the
road, and jumped over we.

A splic seconed later, when T opened my
wiber eye, my husbond was gome” Thouzh
I waen't gare what had happencd, 1
assiened ha was off the hike and soma-
Liog fd Bl ws,

I stood up and resched the handizbars
'of the hike. Thoagh T could cnly soc a lie-
tle B cad of my right eye, T was focasing
on the enzine stop switch (the “kill
awitch") to cut off the engine. I'm arill not
stme T Tk 41, bl people 101d me Jater T was
Xind of wobbly going dewno the road ws
the bike Jost momenen.

Sincs Tron had goae off the hike to the
left side, the biks headed left also, cross-

- ing iafa the cocoming lane of trallic, T

: Febrzary 1594

sew a corh coming. Though | konew it

wasn't 4 goad idea o hit it besd-on, 1-

dido’t have o chaice, so T steered over the
curh onto a grassy swew. The bike glowed
deswn aver the next 100 verds, then just
Caare f A stap. As irsmanes 1o go down, [
stertedd b pul my leg oun but cememaberad
that waesn't the cght Lthing o do. As the
ike lay down, T joat ssepped el

Mo soom &g oy hushand was koocked

off the tike, the olher Gold Wingers who
Tad seen the whoie ncident care wp and
eocireled hime to protect him (rom traffic.
Theugh I had Blood going evervwhers
from bevdng been hit da the nosc, T wasn't
Tt o anything. 5o I ook my Belinet off,
looked hack ta seo that Dom was belog
taken care of and started walkiapg back
towerd the strees. Oooe [ wis sure he was
alive, T sar Soan whers T e,

By then, sarecne in the Chepter bad
used a portable phone ta call far the

.ambulance. Though not badly injumed, we

were faksn 1o the emergency roonm.
People from our Chagler picked wp et
e belongings and went with vz W ged us
chacked in ac the ernergeney room, which
wis really fielpfol. A couple from our
Chapter rods eur virinally opdamaged
Iiike. to their homs, put it in their garage,
then came o the hospital and drove s
Trering o ek off 0f wark o reacy-
er, wie Teccived many, many phon: cails
[rom GWRRA poogle we cidn's even
Imonw, 1] wis i 1eally nice fesling ta cepl-
iz we had =il these fricods out these! At
the end of the wesk, we browght oo bike

hare on 4 wailer. The followiog Sunday,
wi wears hack on the bike ond oot for o
rde. We were a hit more conscions of
deeer, maybe, but back at the bike any-
way]

T wound op with a seraschad eye
{which fas since healed). and 17 stitches
in my fooe which are in the process of
healing. Though he was wearing eans and

& lesthee jacket; Don got some aad rash

ol diifesanc parta-:xt' his budy, et other
thum Lhit, thepe was no mejor damage, We
were both wendng open face helmsis,
and, yos, we had deer whistles on our
e, ;

WWe had watcheod the GWERRA Co-
Rider Seminir viden twice. and Doo sed [
nad gomie oot ond 230 o0 the hike, whers be
jdantified certain pants of the bikz. I'm
coovioeed o first reactions, o stand up
and arab the kaodiebars and reach for she
“kiff swritch” were [Fom watching that
video: T don™t know what would have
been o my mind otherwise. BT had dooe
rathing, T might bave crashed into the cars
that were arovnd, or worse, I eonld have
gone out inte a by ineresction or kit
something and crashed

When I reached ihe handlcbars, T was
pretts moch lying flat e the hack scat
becanze T'm promy smati—just Gve feet
tall umnd abouc 85 poonds, 1've aever dri-
ven & moloreyele by myself, and would
just as soon stick 1o beieg 2 passzoger!

T strangly eowsurage all Co-Riders to
watch the Co-Rider video, and T'd lize
BT, Woodeaft to know that i belped me 2
creat desl, &
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